ESCOP Social Science Subcommittee Virtual Meeting September 20, 2006

Committee Chair Cornelia Flora called the meeting to order at 11:30 am EDT

Sub-Committee members present:

John Allen, Bo Beaulieu, Jon Brandt, Bill Camp, Ann Dodd, Patricia Dyk, Jack Elliot, Cornelia Flora, Betsy Garrison, Pat Hipple. Stephen Jorgensen, Sally Maggard, Richard Perrin, Brenda Seevers, Richard Shumway, Fisseha Tegegne, Bruce Weber, and Dreamal Worthen.

Guest: Richard Spoth, Iowa State University

1. There is a growing need to have systematic research on the impact of interventions, particularly those carried out by our extension colleagues.  Richard Spoth used a set of slides submitted for the committee’s review to highlight key points about an Extension-assisted, evidenced-based approach to social programming that he had presented to congress on two occasions. Included in the slides were the standards of evidence for intervention research developed by the Society for Prevention Research

· Design allows strongest possible statement about intervention “causing” outcome (e.g., randomized, controlled); also

· Specific statement about what outcomes, with whom

· Specific description of intervention and outcome measures

· Quality, appropriate timing of measurement

· Sample clearly specified

· Sound statistical analyses, with attention to practical value and duration of effects

Spoth related these standards to on-going projects on adolescent problem behavior prevention as a potential model for undertaking research that can inform programs and policies. He noted a number of specific activities in which his Institute is engaging with Extension as part of an effort to enhance evidence-based intervention in IA and other states.

We determined that there is a need to work with Extension in the design and implementation of studies in order to make them most useful in helping Extension do their job better and in guiding decision-makers in terms of the highest return on investments in terms of the individual, the household, the community and society.  Impact studies work best when incorporated directly into program design, rather than retrofitting the programs to gather data after the fact.  We acknowledged the need for integration with Extension in this work.  Following on topics raised by the Board on Human Sciences, we agreed that we will follow up on evaluation research design, particularly in terms of nested systems impacts, for obesity and health intervention aimed at children and youth, the EFNEP program, where a great deal of such research has been done on a household level, financial stability of families, and youth development programs.  We are particularly interested in economic impact research that address individual, family, community and societal levels.

Bo and Neal will meet with Cynthia Tuttle, the new  Families, 4-H, and Nutrition Unit director of Nutrition and Family Consumer Sciences Programs, to learn more about how individual, household, community and society impacts of EFNEP are determined, and to compare those models of intervention research with that done by the PROSPER project on substance abuse prevention.  We will also meet with David Smallwood of ERS to see how much of the relevant research that has been done can be a basis for intervention research.

2. The SSSC complemented Hipple and Auburn for the draft paper on alternative energy.  We will share further comments with them and the SSSC.  CSREES will convene a group of social scientists doing research on the social aspects of alternative energy.  Committee members will let Pat know of researchers in their region and in their discipline working on this topic.

The change in the terms of trade for energy is having a substantial impact on households and communities as oil and gas exploration and development expand.  There is a rich literature on boom and bust communities, but less research on households in these communities.  We need to determine what we know from that research that can be useful in outreach and policy, and what new research is needed to make that impact more positive.  We need to examine the interface of the two energy systems.

At the February meeting, we will meet with representatives who share our interests from the Department of Transportation, the Department of Defense, the Department of Energy, and USDA/Rural Development.  The committee to se this up includes John Allen, Bo Beaulieu, Dick Perrin and Pat Hipple.
3. There are a number of bodies of research on the rural urban interface and exurbanization, particularly by economists.  It would be useful to see how those various bodies of research, which are determined in part by discipline and region, can be brought together and what are ways that family sciences, agricultural education and agricultural communications can be integrated in this research effort.  The committee to work on the rural urban interface includes Bruce Weber and Sally Maggard.

4. The SSSC wants to have more influence on NRI priorities.  We have come up with indicators of potential increase of social science participation. (We will seek the data to monitor our desired outcomes:   

a. Calls for proposals are less specific.
b. The every other year protocol is changed
c. There are more social scientists on all review panels.  The SSSC can serve as a resource for the non-social science topic areas to identify qualified social science reviewers.
d. There are more social science teams applying for other than markets and trade and rural development.
e. There are more social scientists on teams applying for other NRI areas.
We will also request a meeting with the new Under Secretary of Agriculture for REE, Gale Buchanan, to express our concerns and offer our alternatives, in light of the mission of REE.  

5. The inclusion of some of the agricultural sciences in the National Research Council’s survey of graduate programs will cover some of the agricultural sciences (including some of our programs).  There are some concerns about the taxonomy and about the criteria to be used for weighting different components of those graduate programs.  The SSSC will develop a response to the process based on our disciplinary perspectives.  A committee made up of Ann Dodd, Jon Brandt, and Jim Zuiches will get as much information as they can in terms of the decisions yet to be made so that we can formulate SSSC input to the process.

6. We decided to further specify research questions related to entrepreneurship, building on the research questions of Jim Zuiches after he did a search of the CRIS files.

· What are the roles of education, training and technical assistance and specifically what works for youth, for aspiring versus ongoing entrepreneurs, and for other types of entrepreneurs, in the context of rural communities?

· What are the best practices to raise the level of creativity and innovative thinking in rural communities? 

· What are the roles of education, training and technical assistance and specifically what works for youth, for aspiring versus ongoing entrepreneurs, and for other types of entrepreneurs, in the context of rural communities?

· What are the best practices to raise the level of creativity and innovative thinking in rural communities? 

· What is the appropriate balance of entrepreneurship development with traditional strategies of industry recruitment and business retention?

· How important are social networks and community culture to entrepreneurship?

· What is the competitive advantage for local, regional, and community groupings?

· What is the payoff of an investment in entrepreneurial education and support in contrast to “welfare support or farm subsidies?

7. Issues Surrounding the Growth in the Population of Immigrant Families

This is a growing body of scholars addressing issues of immigrant families, looking at the individual, the household, the community and societal level implications.  While USDA has a deep interest in agricultural workers, other agencies, such as the Bureau of Labor and Homeland Security may share some research interests.  Please contact Neal with potential contacts to invite to a discussion with us.

